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Dear Mr. Kuntz: 

Presented herein is the November 1992 Progress Report for the Colbert Landfill RD/RA 

Superfund Project (Project), which was prepared by Landau Associates, Inc., Spokane County's 

engineering consultant. This progress report addresses the reporting requirements specified in 

Section XI of the Project Consent Decree, including: 

• Remedial action activities commenced or completed during the reporting 
period 

• Remedial action activities projected to be commenced or completed through 
December 1992 

• Any problems that were encountered or are anticipated. 

1.0 ACTIVITIES COMMENCED/COMPLETED DURING REPORTING PERIOD 

Activities commenced and/or completed during this reporting period include 

continuation of limited Phase II design activities, continuation of Phase II well construction, and 

analysis of groundwater samples collected during the previous reporting period. Specific 

activities performed during the reporting period included: 

• Phase II well construction is ongoing. The following well construction 
activities occurred during the reporting period (refer to the appropriate Phase 
II work plans for well locations): 

Monitoring Well CD45-C1 was completed in the Lower Sand/Gravel 
Aquifer, and is screened from about 185 to 195 ft below ground surface 
(BGS) 

Drilling for Extraction Well CP-W2 was completed. The boring was 
advanced to about 320 ft BGS. The well will be screened in the Lower 
Sand/Gravel Aquifer from about 245 to 280 ft BGS 
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Drilling for Extraction Well CP-S4 was completed. The boring was 
advanced to about 113 ft BGS. The well will be screened in the Upper 
Sand/Gravel Aquifer from about 100 to 110 ft BGS. 

Drilling was initiated for Extraction Well CP-W4 on November 20, 1992. 
The boring was advanced to 76 ft BGS by November 30. 

Drilling was initiated for Extraction Well CP-S3 on November 24, 1992. 
The boring was advanced to 25 ft BGS by November 30. 

• Analytical results were received and validated for groundwater sampling 
performed in late October. The analytical results are summarized in Table 1, 
and indicate that the South System monitoring wells are appropriately located. 
The only significant detection of one or more Constituents of Concern occurred 
at Monitoring Well CD-37A, where 1,1,1-TCA was detected at 72 parts per 
billion (ppb). Although this value slightly exceeds the Consent Decree 
Operational Control Criteria of 60 ppb, it is well below the 1,1,1-TCA 
Performance Standard of 200 ppb. If exceedance of the Operational Control 
Criteria is confirmed by subsequent sampling, the potential need for South 
System operational adjustments will be evaluated following system startup. 

2.0 ACTIVITIES/PROJECTS TO BE COMMENCED/COMPLETED DURING 
NEXT REPORTING PERIOD 

The next reporting period extends through December 1992. Anticipated activities for the 

next reporting period include: 

• Continue Phase II well construction activities. Drilling for Extraction Wells 
CP-W4 and CP-S3 should be completed by mid-December. Screen installation 
for Extraction Wells CP-S3, CP-S4, CP-W2, and CP-W4 should be completed 
by late December. Drilling for Monitoring Well CD-44C1 and Extraction Well 
CP-S5 should be initiated by late December. 

• Discontinue Phase II design activities, except for a few minor tasks, until 
NPDES issues are resolved. 

• Initiate revision to the Preliminary Phase II Treatment and Discharge Plan and 
Quality Assurance Project Plan (QAPjP), contingent upon resolution of NPDES 
issues. 

3.0 ENCOUNTERED/ANTICIPATED PROBLEMS 

Ecology has failed to respond to Landau Associates' September 25, 1992 technical 

memorandum and address the associated NPDES issues. Because the design activities require 

the establishment of NPDES discharge criteria, Spokane County has ceased design of the Phase 

II remedial action. 
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The Phase II design schedule has already been delayed approximately 8 months because 

of NPDES issues raised by Ecology. This delay has threatened the viability of the existing 

extraction system design and associated groundwater monitoring system. Contaminated 

groundwater is continuing to migrate and will ultimately migrate beyond the presently designed 

groundwater extraction and monitoring systems. Such an occurrence would require a redesign 

of the system and, potentially, the abandonment of existing monitoring and extraction wells. 

These existing wells, including wells currently under construction, represent about a $2,000,000 

expenditure by Spokane County. It is imperative that Ecology act in a timely manner or this 

large investment by Spokane County will be wasted. Spokane County is prepared to meet at 

any time with Ecology and EPA to resolve the NPDES issues and get the Colbert Landfill Project 

underway again. 

Commencement of system operation by the end of 1993 is critical to successful Project 

implementation, and to avoid the potential loss of Spokane County's $2,000,000 Project 

investment. If Ecology addresses NPDES issues for the Project by the end of December, and 

EPA and Ecology agree to compress the document submittal schedule and associated regulatory 

reviews (as described in the Third Quarter Progress Report), it is possible that the Phase II 

remedial action will be operational in 1993. If Ecology and EPA cannot make or achieve these 

commitments, or if the resulting NPDES criteria result in substantive modifications to the 

treatment system design from that presented in the Preliminary Treatment and Discharge Plan, 

startup of the remedial action will be delayed beyond 1993. 
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This report describes progress on only the primary Project remedial action activities. 

There are peripheral activities associated with the primary activities that are not described 

herein. If clarification is required for any of the activities presented in this progress report, or 

if additional information is desired for peripheral activities, please contact Landau Associates or 

Dean Fowler (Spokane County). 

LDB/sms 
No. 124001.60 

cc: Neil Thompson, U.S. EPA 
Dean Fowler, Spokane County 
Lyle Diedieker, Ecology & Environment, Inc. 

LANDAU ASSOCIATES, INC. 

Lawrence D. Beard, P.E. 
Project Manager 
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TABLE 1 
COLBERT LANDFILL RD/RA 

OCTOBER 1992 
VOC ANALYSIS RESULTS (a) 

Well No. 
Date 

Sampled 
Sample 

No. 1,1,1-TCA 1,1-DCE 1,1 -DCA 
Methylene 
Chloride TCE PCE 

Turbidity 
(NTU) 

CD-31A 10/22/92 507 0.5 U 0.5 UJ 0.5 U 1 U 0.5 U 0.5 U NA 

CD-34A 10/22/92 508 12 0.5 UJ 0.5 U 1 U 0.5 U 0.5 U NA 
CD-36A 10/21/92 501 0.5 U 0.5 UJ 0.5 U 1 U 0.5 U 0.5 U 17.7 

CD-37A : 10/22/92 503 66 2 J 1.0 1 U 0.5 U 0.5 U 0.1 U 

CD-37A (dup) 10/22/92 504 72 0.5 UJ 1.0 1 U 0.5 U 0.5 U 0.1 U 
CD-38A 10/21/92 502 0.5 U 0.5 UJ 0.5 U 1 U 0.5 U 0.5 U 33.0 
Rinsate Blank 10/22/92 505 0.5 U 0.5 UJ 0.5 U 1 U 0.5 U 0.5 U NA 
Trip Blank NA NA 0.5 U 0.5 UJ 0.5 U 1 U 0.5 U 0.5 U NA 

U = Analyte not detected at detection limit indicated. 
J = Sample results qualified due to field duplicate results outside control limit. 
NA 3 Not analyzed. 
(a) All results in parts per billion, except turbidity (NTU). 
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